What for heaven’s sake are youth churches?

(Translated text – origin and pictures can be found under “Was um Himmels willen sind Jugendkirchen?”)
The traditional churches…

…are meanwhile still reaching from 8 to 18% of the juvenile. That’s too less because on the one hand simple the future of the church depends on it, on the other hand young people are throughout interested in spiritual themes. Up to now church can’t get to grip with it, too far is the difference between the traditional communities and juvenile way of life. And if once young people visit a divine service yet – often under compulsion – they don’t live to see neither community nor celebration but understand it by the tenor and formally as strange and entirely insignifikant for themselves and their life. That’s comparable and corresponding with the idea that teenagers are standing in front of a Techno disco saying to a senior citizen dance group: “You are cordial invited to feel well and celebrate with us.”

Youth churches are the seasonable translation into juvenile ways of life

For the first time Protestant and Catholic Churches are making complete churches available to enable young people a suitable access to Christian life. That’s where “round the bend” youth divine services are celebrated and thrilling with impressing light shows on stage, event technique und live band. Young people are performing their own musicals (supported by professionals), climbing to the roof of the church as discovery of their limits, cultural events are being organized, art auctions are being held, a low-level doorstep Bistro-Café is being run and the church is being shaped according to the juvenile way of life. Young people are substantially permitted to co-determine, can be responsible themselves in clear limited periods. Youth-enthusiastic authentic adults are backing them without leading by the nose.

Efficient Model
Youth churches are meanwhile no experiments anymore. They have become an innovative, efficient model as well in the Protestant Church as in the Catholic Church, with terrific growth potential. Moreover there’s no youth church like the other one, any follows an individual harmonized unique concept. Nevertheless there are many tasks, challenges and questions every youth church is faced up to in a similar way.

They are existing over thirty times in Germany with growing tendency
e. g. in Bad Segeberg, Berlin, Oberhausen, Frankfurt/M., Genthin, Hannover, Leverkusen, Münster, Wiesbaden, Mannheim, Chemnitz, Rückeroth, Kirchheim/Teck, Stuttgart, soon as well in Nürnberg, Ravensburg, Stralsund… and also at our neighbours in Switzerland, Austria, the Netherlands and Denmark. Informations to it can be found in the web at our non-profit youth churches portal www.jugendkirchen.org (or short: www.jukis.de) that has been installed by us for netting und support of this pilot projects.
Youth churches can result from varying directions
… from timed (temporal) youth church projects that convinced so much to lead repetitions to permanent arrangement.

… from youth divine service series that are much sought after and after a number of removals wish to have an own building where they don’t need to build up and pull down everything again and again.

… from community youth that is a pastoral compound within forced to give themselves a “label”, but then this overlapping work concentrating to a place, mostly in the less used church in compound.

… from youth communities (house circles etc.) that need own and bigger rooms after growth.

Something’s starting
Wherever a youth church project originates, it brings positive movement into the communities. Next to sceptical adults are being touched by the spirit of a youth divine service, the aura of a youth church is catching. Young people themselves are often surprised what’s all possible and invite friends as well to come and be amazed.
