Youth church in scripture
KANA, the new youth church in Wiesbaden, takes the plunge to the subject youth church into scripture. Since the beginning of the year full-timers and a team of teenagers have been planning the opening of the youth church that took place at 26th of June, 2005. Up to then we wanted to be in dialogue with as much teenagers as possible. Therefore information events in communities and unions were held. Beyond it schools had been visited for weeks. Together with the religious pedagogical office all teachers of the Catholic scripture had been written to and meanwhile the KANA – tour led through different schools in the 8th to 12th age-class levels.

In the course of a lesson the new youth church again and again turns out to be an exciting field where youth culture in the light of traditional church culture is being discussed. Teenagers near and away of the church get loose in youth cultures in their leisure time. Church is a rarely subject and irritates in daily school if written to the time-table in scripture. Religion teachers surprised observe their classes and notice unexpected statements relative to experiences and expectations with the church.

Those who are active in the communities have got a platform to report from the latter group leader training and the cool guys of the last form are outing themselves as scorer of the acolyte cup. The ones that wrote off church as an option for a long time come out with their disappointments as well as positive experiences from elsewhere which they miss on the spot. Insights and outlooks from these exciting and sometimes gripping meetings will be recorded as follows.

Youth and church in scripture
Wiesbaden city centre on an ordinary week-day and in the midst of a 12th class that partly fights against the result of a lack of sleeping while the other part of students can’t choose between looking bored or showing a lack of interest.

Under the title “youth and church” there’s scripture for the following two lessons, strictly speaking KANA youth church Wiesbaden introduces itself. The short brain-storming seems to stimulate every other brains to think about church resp. youth culture. Catchwords as altar, ancient parson, the Bible, Holy Communion up to sports, music, cool people and party determine the tablet.

A first flash-up inside the already sleepy student’s eyes – the beamer reveals a multimedial input and a more comfortable sitting attitude is taken. Subject is the movie of the opening celebration of effata youth church Münster. 

Pictures are there now

In front of the teenager’s eyes a movie starts that doesn’t meet the familiar picture of church. Juveniles at the same age get a hearing, have evidently fun at and around the church. Cut and sound cause a feeling of creeping flesh. A look at the tablet, there’s the  brain-storming to church and youth-culture – fact: teenagers elsewhere connect both and realize their youth church. A parson behind the altar beamed on in coloured light and in front of him breakdancers at Gloria.

These pictures surprise a not insignificant part of the 12th class while the shock is written into the faces of some others – meanwhile there’s just a small minority left showing a consequently lack of interest.
What’s up in church?
Restless floundering upon the chairs – when the movie’s over the starting shot is heard and questions like: “How long does that exist?”, “Do the breakdancers always belong to it?”, “Does that happen frequently?” are answered quickly. Soon only one question dominates the room: What’s (not) up in church?

The first ones took their stand yet. Light-effects are a must. Under such conditions every other one can imagine to visit a church again. It is thought of travelling with public transportation. In music opinions differ. Yet details are discussed, especially concerning the arrangement of the space of the church and what creates a relaxed atmosphere. The list of ideas of those who haven’t seen a church inside for a long time is noticeable decorated longer and more coloured.
Should church be amusing?
Then church doesn’t appear as teenagers learned to know it in the last 15 years. The mood of the class is tipping over. Uneasiness is felt with those who feel at home in church. Such dimensions are quite agreeable to them on a Saturday night but in connection with church sooner strange. Church should rather stay “traditionally boring”. So we grew up. We are used to that. With all the changes teenagers go through concerning the church we know before what to deal with. Church is traditionally earlier silent – at several quarters deathly silent.

Church doesn’t have to do something with anything what’s life about – not even with young people’s life. Teenagers’ life happens traditionally outside of church, and church shouldn’t meddle or cotton up. The market of the youth cultures is loud and fast-moving, and tomorrow’s OUT what was IN today. Church is consequently OUT at all this and doesn’t  fit in young people’s concept to be possibly IN.
Most of all not too coloured and fancy! Church at best should enter into a moderate compromise with youth cultures. 
Many have already secluded the subject “me and church” for themselves: a place that’s traditionally boring and quite certain not amusing – but then church is one of the few seizeable sizes outside the fun society. Apparently more than a few young people are sticking with traditions – at least with the traditional picture of a  “boring church” that’s not under discussion. Why in God’s name does church want to make a subject out of itself and that over and above with offers that are incontestable appealing? How can that match together? Where’s the limit?

Keep the tension
The demand for talking in the 12th class is beyond the scope of the two lessons. The tension between the different opinions of the students is holding on – similar as in the other classes of other schools in other towns. No definitely answers, no complete picture is standing at the end of this unit. Many possibilities and borders have been discussed and KANA will still be subject – as well with the near as with the away of church-juveniles. It’ll be exciting who’ll meet in youth church in future and what’s up then – maybe every other one will even have fun. It’ll be the job of KANA to keep this tension between youth culture in the clear of traditional church culture alive together with the young people.
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