Experiment youth church – addicting!
Beware of the book – It sets new ideas into the heads of the youth pastors, youth reporters, youth workers, religion educationists, youth church makers… and is addicting for realization!

Anticipating: The first and so far only standard work for youth church business is written very recommendable and easily legible as information for years. No one who read it will be satisfied with the conventional kind of youth church business so easily any more.

The introduction of co-editor Elisa Stams describes the content already: “In very different states of development – some do first exist as concept, others have reached the state of realization already – there are spreading questionings touching all projects…” starting from the symposium in the youth church Tabgha in Oberhausen of January 202. Because the majority number of authors work for the Catholic Church, the book reproduces despite its open ecumenical posture more the Catholic point of view depending on the theme; there could have been made a pointer with reference to more clearness. But this is not troublesome for ideas and visions offered in this book.

The book is divided into three parts: At first editor Hans Hobelsberger offers “a basically reflexion about theological, educational as well as sociological challenges which youth church tries to meet in a suitable way.” In the main part central areas and dimensions of the youth churches practice are represented by the makers of the youth church Tabgha in Oberhausen. And in the third part there’s a collection of projects about innovative projects of the youth pastoral marked as “Yellow Pages” and corresponding to the editing in May 2003. As in the real “Yellow Pages” the informations are outdated when in print already and new ones might be needed year after year. For example I am still named as  leader of the project for the youth cultural church in Frankfurt and their construction concept is described by a after the competition of architecture antiquated version of a horizontal partition (now vertical). Nevertheless there’s a good possibility of overview and continuing information by the specified addresses and web pages enabled.
Hans Hobelsberger has been official in charge for youth pastoral education at the department for youth care of souls of the German Episcopate Conference (short: afj) and publicated numerous books and papers about ecclesiastical youth work yet. Indeed I’m not all the time in accordance with him, e. g. I believe youth church invents the wheel of youth work anew (a rough disk of a tree compared to a high performance aluminium rim with low cross-section tyre to stay with this idea) and from my experience young people are in spirituality searching a form appropriate to their way of life – but it’s good to get the subject so beautifully divided and discussed and starting from this basically to be more aware of the own position.

Through vivid examples out of practice in the main part is shown how church can be for juveniles, what it produces; e. g. the actors at the (updated) musical “Godspell” by the way manage to do the splits that many people inside the church exert themselves for in vain: A credible, convincing union between the message of gospel and modern youth culture.”

It’s about church-flick, culture, creative workshops, photo projects, room creation, but also about working methods like future workshops, valuation, quality management etc.

Oliver Heck, project leader of Tabgha, the first official ecclesiastical youth church in Germany and exemplary consultant at new foundations also over borders of confessions illustrates the single steps of the “birth of youth church” and offers a manual. Especially important and often underestimated: Public Relations. Work is talked about in clearly arranged small pieces, but shows at the same time the editors didn’t transponse their own tips themselves consequently. Good: Detailed pointers to literature complete all contributions.
The introducing contribution of Uwe Schulz takes care of taking us in high spirits. He slyly narrates a parable of a big organization that’s got to change with details that make every reader inevitably thinking of an exactly description of church and new youth church business until the author solves the secret and calls a spade a spade – comforting we don’t stand alone with the problems. 
For all praise for the book there are of course possibilities for improvement I want to suggest for the next edition:

Indeed the book is divided very clearly and the chapter headlines are exemplary repeated on every page beside the main page-numbers, yet a subject index would be helpful with this special book.

A contribution on youth churches in Europe, especially England, Holland, Switzerland and Austria could open the view beyond the German rim and would lighten the grading in international context.

Pictures of the authors would be nice, coloured pictures along with the youth church practice are obliged to be at our disposal after the opening of further youth churches.

In addition to ecumenical finish of the theme a “Protestant” contribution e. g. of Prof. Dr. Ulrich Schwab / University of Munich would be ingenious. An exciting theme as well is the question why there’s no ecumenical youth church up to now, which wishes the local juveniles have and how the practice in the already existing youth churches in addition to it looks like.

Because of the relative short “half-life” of the informations and the dynamics of the projects the part “Yellow Pages” project collection should accentuate the homepages of the establishments more clearly. A good service might be the enclosure of addresses with homepage-links on CD-Rom. This would make it easier for readers to collect up-to-date infos while surfing. And of course a reference to the new internet portal www.jugendkirchen.org should not be missing.(
As already mentioned at the beginning: The book as first and only standard work for youth church business is properly speaking inalienable for everyone interested. Besides, plenty of realizable tips it is a good foundation for discussion, information, stimulation and help for reason as well for youth pastoral, youth divine service and innovative ecclesiastical youth work generally altogether very recommendable.
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